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The Courſe of the Tare of (lth in Zloland. 


4 B Y the Ancient Law of the Rems4wg,called EdiiZum Hlilitiam: ( ofthe AEdiles that madeit) it was free tothe Buyer ofany laue or other Merchandize that had a2 
ny hidden fault, which would not be perceived by ordinary view, to make further viſitationof the thing ſo bought afterwards; and ifir proved faulty then, at his 
choice either to returne the ſame vpon the Seller, orelſe retaining it,' to haue the defect yalued by indifferent perſons, and then the value of the faulrs tobe 
allowed him by the Buyer out of the price. This Law, among many other Lawes ofthe Romayes, is currantto this day in Germaxy,and the Low Countries, yet ſo, as it is 
| STI ar: as to ſcll : Commodity, Fer aver/ionern, that is, to be taken withall faults, ifthebuyer will conſent thereunto accordin g totherule; Quiliber ;ori pro ſe 
' iutroancto poleſt renuntiare | 

The Merchants Adventurers, trading in Cloth, with the Merchants of crrmdiy,and of the Low Countries, and ſettling the Rewdewouſe of their trade in each of theſe, 
| in one place called their Mare Towwe,did of ancienttime allow abatement vnto the Buyers for ſuch faults of their Clothes, (eſpecially for narrowneſle and ſhorrneſle,)as 
| were foundin the opening of the ſame, after they came to the Buyers hands, which allowanceor abatement was at firſt made onely in their 14ar: Towne, and before the 
| Cloth was wet; in this manner, The Merchant Buyer having in opening of his Cloth in the 4are Towne, found them to be too narrow or too ſhort, did forthwith ac- 
| quaint the Seller, that the Cloth was found to be taulty, whereupon the parties agreed vpontwo good men, one of each Nation, to viſitthe Cloth , and to value the 
taults z which valuation is by che Datch called Tare: & that being thus made,the Seller was toallow theBuyer the ſum ſotaxed out of theprice of Cloth;which Tare& al. 
' lowance being fo made, thc Seller made 4fadauit thereof before the Secretary of the Fellowſhip of Merchants Adventurers, reſiding in the 24art Towne, who gaue cer- 
rificat of rhe fame vnder the Scale at cauſes of the Company, By vertue whereofthe Exgliſs Merchant wasinabled torecover the ſaid abatement againe of the Clothier, 

- that ſold himthe Cloth here in Zxgland, 

This Tare being thus at firſt made in the 2are Towne, the Datch Merchants that dweltin other Townes, pretending haſt and want of leiſure to viſit their Cloth in the 
| Aart Townes, carried it hometo the ſeveral] Townes where they dwelt, where finding defeds of length and breadth in the Clothgg, they cauſed the ſworne Meaſurer 
| ofthe place to mete them over, and certifie the want of length or ſize vnder his hand, which certificat being broughtco the Enzliſh Merchant, and being at firſt for no 

greater matters then were vſually found in the ers Towne , he allowed therefore according to the Rateas the Cloth coſt, and made his 4fadavit thereofto the En: 
liſh Secretary, and tooke his Certificat accordingly? 
Atter this was dawn thus in Train, and the Duzch Merchants began to feele theflweetneſle of theleallowances,made greater by the abſence of the Ezgliſþ Merchants 
pogonaategio aninegnetoobthecalgnalctsaadepronepytrenBrenmecaitho ue Macapps,thcy further proceeded to make abatement for Rimples,Bandes, 
holes, and ſtopſalles in rhe Cloth, at their owne home, And forthe taxing of the true value of theſe faults, as alſo of {hortneſſe and narrowneſſe, they cauſed for better 
colour of their proceedings) an ofkceto be erected in every Towne of [worne men to viſit ExglſhCloths,and to eſtimate and taxe the damage thereby ſuſtained by the 
' Buyer, whereof certificat being brought to the Enghſp Merchants in the 242rt Towne, he was compelled toallow the ſame, and to ſecke the remedy of the Clothier 
here, by ſuch certificat from the Secretary ofthe Company, as is above mentioned. The courſe thus ſettled, the Datch grew daily to make their Tare moreand more vn- 
reaſonable, the Vilicors or Tare-maſters favouring thoſe that brought them worke, and adding to the Tare not only the ſalary of their labour,butalſo the charges of their 
mecting, which was ſometimes a Pot of Wine, two or three, ſometimes a dinner;at laſt what they would ſpend vnder colour of that occaſion:So that the Tare-maſters, 
and ſomeof the Dutch Merchants bragg'd, that they had built faire houles, by the benefit of the Tire of Engliſh Cloth, | ; 
The Clothier of Engl/azd feeling the ſmart of this Tare, (although he ſeldome allowed his Mexchant the one halfe ofthat the ſame Merchant had paid to the Dazch ) 
complained to the Parliament in the 43. yeare of Queene Elizabeth, and ſo prevailed, thatitwas enacted, that he ſhould not be liable to allow the Merchane any 
| thing vpon any certificat brought from forraigne parts, yea although he ſhould contra& with himto doe it. Hereupon the Exg/ifh Merchant tell vnto agreat and con- 
tinuall loſſe : the Clothier now making falſer Cloth then ever before, and the Dutch Merchant more Tare; ſo that looking ofr, of his principall he complained to the 
> Parliament, in the 4.yeare of his Maiefties Raigne that now is, and craved his ancient remedy by certificat, which was denied him : yetit was enaRed, to the end he 
" ſhouldnot be without remedy, that he ſhould have power to viſithis Cloth here at home, andto recover ofthe Clothier, for ſhortacfle, narrowneſle, and want of 
| weight, according to certaine rates by the Statute appointed. ls 
#: And therefore for a turther remedy the Company of Merchants Adventurers refiding at Hmbargh, did in the yeare 1611, agree and order among themſelves, to ſell 
| all cheir Cloth, with this ſpeciallpactand condition intheir contra& of ſale; chat they would notbe liable toallow any Tare,but ſuch only as ſhould be madein the 24ar? 
| Towne, wherethcy might ſee how they weredealt withall inthe taxing ot the faults, and thatogyin the dry Cloth, before that was ſophiſticated in the wetting. And 
® thisorder the next yeare after they eſtabliſhed alſo at 24idd/eburgh, their Mire Townefor theetherlends,and ſobrought this Tare buſines to good reformation. 
' Butintheyeare 1614 the new Company for Dying and Drefling being ere&ed, the Nerherlaiders ſoone regained that from them , which the old Company had got 
* ten before,and procured an Edi of the Stares generall, that it ſhould be lawfull for Tare to bemade inany of 28 ſeverall Townes in the ſame Edi mentioned , not- 
withſtanding any contra& to the contrary. Now c_—_ it was by that Edi& left free, and by the cuſtome of Merchants vſuall, thatthe ſurpluſage of length in any 
' Cloth ſhouldbecaſt in compenſation of the defe of gfeadth, this alſo by a new InſtruQion of the States, touching the Tare cauſe publiſhed in Print Anno 1617: was 
taken away: Andin this ſtatethe Tarecauſeremaineth to this day, and the Merchants Adventuers allow for Tareat the leaſt ten thouſand pounds a yeare. And yet 
further the remedy provided for them by the A& of Parliament 4. /acobz, in ſtead of their old remedy by certificates, is now by a new A of this laſt Parliament take n 
away : thepenaltics for defeAs of Cloth being all given tothe pooreand the Searchers; but no recowpenceleteto the party damnitied. 


TO THERIGHT HONOVRABLE THE LORDS OF HIS 
Ma'eſties moj®*:Eljrwrable Privie Counſel. 
; The humble Petition of the Fellowſhip of the merchants Adventurers of England. 


Oſt humbly ſhewing that vpon complaint heretofore made by the Petitioners of the great wrong and damage ſuſtained by them, and the 
M very Trade of this Land, as well by the vniuſt Taring and Abatement wade by the Merchants of #-{z4, and other the vnited Provinces, 
vnder colour of defects ofthe Cloth ſold them by the Petitioners ; as alſo by the immoderate Lmpoſitions levied by the Lords States generall vp- 
on Exeliſh Cloth, yet leaving the Cloth of their owne Country frec of the ſame, 7 
It pleaſed this Honourable Boord by their letters dated in February , Arno 1624. to recommend the cauſe to the Right Honourable the Lord 
Carlcton,chen Ambaſſadour reſident with the faid Lords States tor his late Maieſty of blefled memory, to be by his Lordſhip negotiated with the 
faid Lords States in his ſaid Maieſties name, and due redreſle demanded; wherein after his Lordſhip had accordingly made very good entrance, 


it pleaſed his Maieſty, that is now to commit the ſeconding thereof vnto the moſt honourable the Duke of Buckingham, when his Grace went Ame 
baſſadour extraordinary to the ſaid Lords States, with whomalſo his Grace dealt effeQually herein, as the ſhoreneſſe of the time would rhen 
permit. ED | 
But both his Grace and the ſaid Lord Carletes returning before the cauſe could be brought to an end, by reaſon of the delayes vſcd by the 
Datch party, and his Maieſty having fithence vntill now had no '-Ambaſkdour there, the Petitioners for the Interim by mediation of your Lord- 
ſhips obtained his Maicſties Royall Letters tothe ſaid Lords States to accept of the perſon of Mr. 24? ſeldex, Deputy Governour of the Company 
of Merchants Adventurers reſiding at Delfe in Holland, forthe ſollicitation ofthe ſaid cauſe, wherein he hath fince accordingly travailed,but as yet 
without effe&: In the meane time the grievance of Tare hath rather inceaſed then otherwiſe; the Company at Delfe having made an exac In- 
quiry &colle&ion of ſuch ſummes as haue bin abated the laſt yeare in thi kind, whereof they finde thetorall to beaboue ten thouſand pound,from 
Decemb: 1625, to Decemb. 1626. | : : - - 
Now foraſinuch as this grievance of Tare, and the other 'of Impoſition are ſuch as without redreſſe will vtterly difable the Petitioners to cone 
tinuetheir Trade : And for that they vnderſtand that his Maieſty hath ſolved ſhortly to ſend overthe Right Honourable the Lord Carleton a» 
forcſaid, as Ambaſſadour extraordinary to the ſaid Lords States : The Petitioners humble ſvite1s, that it will pleaſe your good Lordſhipps to bea 
meanes to his Maieſty, that the ſaid cauſes of Tare and impoſitions way be committed and given in charge to the ſaid Lord Carleton to be now 
by his Lordſhip reſumed and purſued toan effeQuall remedy and conduſion: And the ſaid Mr. 24i/*/dewthat hath ſolicited the ſaid cauſes in 
the Interim as aforeſaid, ſhall attend his Lordſhip with full informarion, as well ofthat which hath paſſed in his Lordſhips abſcnce;as with whats, / 


focyerelle ſhall be requiſite on the Merchant part; And the Petitignersſhall daily pray, = , ) 


